
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



302 Commerce of the Prairies. 

meritorious proceeding. The meteorological tables extend over 
only a part of the journey. 

A short period will, no doubt, produce much additional informa- 
tion of these districts ; but it cannot be forgotten that all journeys 
in this part of the world are accompanied with great privations ; 
that the carriage of instruments is painful and laborious ; the heat 
of the climate oppressive ; and that a separation from companions, 
though often unavoidable, is an event of constant danger. 

The following are some of the principal points at which Lieut. 
F. made observations for latitude and longitude, referred to the 
meridian of Greenwich : — 

St. Louis, Col. Brant's house 

Choteau's trading-post 

Junction of the N. and S. forks of 

the Platte River 
St. Vrains Fort .... 
Fort Laramie .... 
Highest peak of the Wind Riverl 

Mountains, between . J 

Missouri River — mouth of the River 

Kanzas . . . . 39 06 03 94 32 54 
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III. — Commerce of the Prairies, or the Journal of a Santa Fe 
Trader, during eight Expeditions across the Great Western 
Prairies, and a Residence of nearly Nine Years in Northern 
Mexico. Illustrated with Maps and Engravings. By Josiah 
Gregg. 2 vols. New York. 1844. Communicated by Tho- 
mas Falkoner, Esq., of Lincoln's Inn. 

This work gives much information respecting Santa Fe and the 
district of New Mexico in its neighbourhood. The greater portion 
of it is occupied with particulars of the journeys made over the 
vast unsettled regions lying between the Mississippi and the Rio 
Grande del Norte, and of the trade between the United States 
and New Mexico, but it contains many interesting geographical 
facts which deserve notice. 

Mr. Gregg states, that the only paper found in the archives of 
Santa Fe giving any information of the settlement of New Mexico, 
is a memorial of Don Juan de Onate, a citizen of Zacatecas, 
dated September 21, 1595. It asks permission of the viceroy to 
establish a colony on the Rio del Norte, in the country already 
known by the name of New Mexico. From the memorial it 
appears that an adventurer, Francisco de Leyva Bonillo, with 
some followers, had previously entered the province without per- 
mission, whom Onate was authorised to arrest and punish. Mis- 
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sionaries are said to have visited it in 1581; and there is a tradi- 
tion that the first settlement — perhaps that of Bonillo — was made 
in 1583. 

The public archives of Santa Fe contain the journal of Don 
Antonio de Otermin, relating a remarkable conspiracy among the 
native tribes to massacre the Spanish population on the 13th of 
August, 1680. Information of the conspiracy was obtained, but 
the Spaniards were attacked, and the governor and the surviving 
Spaniards were compelled to retreat to Paso del Norte. In the 
following year Don Diego de Vargas Zapata commenced the 
reconquest of the country. The war lasted ten years. In 1688 
Don Pedro Petrir de Cruzate entered the province, and reduced 
the Pueblo of Zia, which was distinguished for its brave and 
obstinate resistance. In 1698, after the complete subjugation of 
the country, another outbreak occurred, which was soon put down. 
This was the last resistance exhibited by the natives to the domi- 
nion of the Spaniards. 

New Mexico is bounded to the north and east by the territory 
of the United States, on the south by Texas and the depart- 
ment of Chihuahua, and on the west by Upper California. It is 
surrounded by chains of mountains and prairie wilds, and in the 
direction of Chihuahua is separated from the Mexican settlements 
of that department by an unpeopled desert of nearly 200 miles. 
There is not a single navigable stream in New Mexico. The 
Rio del Norte is so shallow for the greater part of the year that 
Indian canoes can scarcely float on it, and the navigation is inter- 
rupted by shoals for more than 1000 miles below Santa Fe. 
Opposite to Taos it runs for 15 miles pent up in a deep canon, 
through which it passes in a rapid torrent. 

Santa Fe [de San Francisco] occupies the site of an Indian 
village, and is situated 12 or 15 miles E. of the Rio del Norte, 
on a small stream, which joins the river about 20 miles to the S.W. 
The population little exceeds 3000 ; but with that of the neigh- 
bouring villages, amounts to 6000. Various observations place 
the town in 35° 41' N. lat., or a degree S. of where it is placed in 
nearly all maps ; and the longitude is about 106° W. of Green- 
wich. The highest peak of the mountain, 10 miles N.E. of the 
town, is calculated to be 5000 feet above the plain below, and is 
always covered with snow. 

The settlements in the valley of Taos — for there is no distinct 
village of that name — include several villages, the chief of which 
are Fernandez and Los Ranchos. The name is taken from the 
Taosa tribe of Indians. No part of New Mexico equals this 
valley in the excellence of the soil, its produce, or appearance. 

The climate of the country is very agreeable. The rainy sea- 
son is from July to October. 
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The whole population of New Mexico is estimated as follows : 
— Spanish, 70,000 ; white Creoles, 1,000; Mestizoes, or mixed 
Creoles, 59,000 ; and Pueblos, 10,000. 

At a place called Cerrillos, and in the mountains of Sandia, at 
Abiquiu, Picuris, and Embudo, washing for gold has been pro- 
ductive ; but most of the placeres have been of late neglected, on 
account of the state of the country. 

On the table-land between the Rio del Norte and Pecos are 
some considerable salt lakes : the largest 5 or 6 miles in circum- 
ference. 

There are several warm springs in the country. Gypsum 
abounds. On the borders of the mesas, or table-land, beautiful 
specimens of petrified trees have been found. 

Mr. Gregg states that the Mora is the last of the branches of 
the Canadian river on the route to San Miguel. From thence to 
the Gallinas river the road stretches over an elevated plain un- 
obstructed by any mountainous ridge. Twenty miles from the 
Gallinas is the town of San Miguel, in the fertile valley of the 
Pecos, and 50 miles S.E. of Santa Fe. 

The great table-land of New Mexico, called by Mr. Falconer 
(Journal of the Royal Geographical Society, vol. xiii., p. 213) the 
Grand Prairie, Mr. Gregg says, is known among the people of 
New Mexico by the name of the Llano Estacado. This remark- 
able elevation is, he adds, bounded on the N. by the Canadian 
river, extends E. to near the boundary of the United States, and 
S. to the sources of the Trinity, Brazos, and the Colorado rivers. 
This southern boundary is not quite accurate, unless the two 
plateaux or steppes below it are treated as continuations of it. 
He mentions that the Red River rises in the Llano Estacado, and 
has no mountainous elevation at its source, according to the reports 
of traders and hunters. Mr. Falconer thought that his party 
missed the main stream of the river (Journal of the Royal Geo- 
graphical Society, vol. xiii., p. 212) ; but according to this account 
the river called by the Mexicans the Rio Escaravedra was the 
Red River, which they must have followed to its termination on 
this great plain, and were therefore the first travellers known to 
have reached it. 

For other particulars relating to this country the work of Mr. 
Gregg may be referred to. It gives a very lively and, without 
doubt, a very faithful account of his travels in these regions. Of 
a large part of the country visited by him, and of the Indian 
tribes in it, there has been no previous notice. A map accom- 
panies the work, and adds many new particulars to our knowledge 
of a country still very imperfectly explored. It does not profess 
to be an accurate map, and it may be doubted if it is correct in 
representing the Laguna Colorada, and the stream of Parajito, 
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to communicate with the Canadian river, instead of with the river 
Pecos. 

Mr. Gregg has given many particulars of the road from Santa 
Fd to the city of Aguas Calientes. One very remarkable point 
on the road he thus describes : — 

' After leaving El Paso our road branched off at an angle about two 
points to the westward of the Rio del Norte — the city of Chihuahua 
being situated nearly 100 miles to the west of it. At the distance of 
about 30 miles we reached Los Me"danos (the Arenales), a stupendous 
ledge of sand-hills, across which the road passes for about six miles. 
As teams are never able to haul the loaded waggons over this region of 
loose sand, we engaged an atajo of mules at El Paso, upon which to 
convey our goods across. These Medanos consist of huge hillocks and 
ridges of pure sand, in many places [almost entirely] without a vestige 
of vegetation. Through the lowest gaps between the hills the road 
winds its way. What renders this portion of the route more unpleasant 
and fatiguing is the great scarcity of water. All that is to be found on 
the road, for the distance of more than 60 miles after leaving El Paso, 
consists of two fetid springs, or pools, whose water is only rendered 
tolerable by necessity.' 

At Lake Patos, a few miles beyond the Medanos, water is 
always to be found. When Mr. Falconer crossed the Arenales, 
the waggons accompanied the party ; but the six miles occupied 
nearly two days. 



IV. — The History of Oregon and California, and the other Terri- 
tories on the North- West Coast of North America, accompanied 
by a Geographical View and Map of those Countries, and a num- 
ber of documents as proofs and illustrations of the History. By 
Robert Greenhow, Librarian of the Department of State of the 
United States. Boston. 1844. Communicated by Thomas 
Falconer, Esq., of Lincoln's Inn. 

The political boundaries of countries are, no doubt, a material 
part of descriptive geography, but the subject discussed by Mr. 
Greenhow being at this time one of controversy between the 
British Government and the United States, it would compromise 
the scientific character of this Journal to engage in a discussion of 
its merits. It is sufficient to state that the boundary claimed by 
the United States depends chiefly on its purchase of Louisiana 
from France in 1803, and its treaty with Spain in 1819. This 
treaty of purchase, though it contains many very important ex- 
pressions affecting any judgment that can be made on the question 
at issue, is not printed in this work. In a grant, however, respect- 
ing Louisiana, made to M. Crozat by Louis XIV., this province 
is stated to be bounded on the west by New Mexico, and not by 
VOL. xiv. x 



